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334 THE GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW 

Professor Louis Gentil of the University of Paris was awarded the Prix Delesse 
by the Paris Academy of Sciences on December 10, 1917, for his work on the geology 
and physical geography of northern Africa, particularly Morocco. Professor Gentil 's 
work is summarized in his admirable "Le Maroc physique" (Paris, 1912). 

M. Henri Jumelle, professor of botany at the University of Marseilles and Director 
of the Colonial Museum of that city, was awarded the Prix Gay of the Paris Academy 
of Sciences on December 10, 1917, for his work on the geographical distribution of tropi- 
cal and sub-tropical plants of economic value. 

On Dr. J. Scott Keltie, editor of the "Statesman's Year-Book" and for many years 
Secretary of the Royal Geographical Society of London, was conferred the honor of 
knighthood on the occasion of the annual distribution of New Year honors in Great 
Britain. 

Mr. W. T. Lee of the U. S. Geological Survey read a paper before the Geological 
Society of Washington on May 9, 1917, entitled "The Geology and Scenery of the Rocky 
Mountain National Park." 

Dr. H. H. Rusby of New York read a paper before the Torrey Botanical Club on 
February 12 entitled "Botanical Exploration in Colombia." 

M. Francois Schrader, the geographer and cartographer, head of the map department 
of the publishing firm of Hachette et Cie. of Paris, has been giving a course on ' ' The 
Geographic Causes of Affinity and Differentiation Among Human Groups; Evolution of 
the Old World ' ' during the past winter at the Ecole d 'Anthropologic de Paris. 

Dr. Aurel Stein received an award from the Fondation Tchihatchef at the hands of 
the Paris Academy of Sciences on December 10, 1917, for the work of his three Central 
Asian expeditions (1900-01, 1906-08, 1913-16). 

Dr. Stephen S. Visher of the Department of Geography of the State Normal School 
at Moorhead, Minnesota, has been appointed a land classifier in the U. S. Geological 
Survey. The Survey's Land-Classification Board is engaged on the classification of more 
than 20,000,000 acres of arid land situated in the western part of the United States. 

Obituary 

Dr. Rollin A. Harris, tidal expert of the U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, died 
suddenly on January 20 at the age of 55. His major work is a "Manual of Tides," a 
monumental treatment of the subject which appeared as Appendices to the Annual 
Seports of the V. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, as follows: Part I, Introduction and 
Historical Treatment of the Subject, 150 pp., App. 8, Sept. for 1897; Part II, Tidal 
Observation, Equilibrium Theory, and Harmonic Analysis, 147 pp., App. 9, Sept. for 
1897; Part III, Some Connections between Harmonic and Nonharmonic Quantities, In- 
cluding Applications to the Reduction and Prediction of Tides, 137 pp., App. 7, Sept. 
for 1894 ; Part IVa, Outlines of Tidal Theory, 165 pp., App. 7, Sept. for 1900 ; Part IV B, 
Cotidal Lines for the World, 85 pp., App. 5, Sept. for 1904 ; Part V, Currents, Shallow- 
water Tides, Meteorological Tides, and Miscellaneous Matters, 315 pp., App. 6, Sept. 
for 1907. For an estimate of Harris' tidal theory as developed in this manual see 
Krummel's "Handbuch der Ozeanographie, " 2nd edit., Vol. 2, pp. 254-258, 1911, and 
Poincare's "Mecanique Celeste." To geographers Dr. Harris was possibly best known 
for his advocacy, on the basis of tidal observations, of the existence of a land mass north- 
west of the American Arctic Archipelago ("Arctic Tides," 103 pp., U. S. Coast and 
Geodetic Survey, Washington, 1916). Nansen has recently taken exception to the argu- 
ments on which this view was based ("Spitsbergen Waters," Art. 2 in Kristiania 
Videnskapsselskapets Skrifter: Mat. Naturv. Klasse, 1915; see especially section on "The 
Extension and Shape of the North Polar Basin," pp. 92-98); and the recent advances 
into the unknown made by the MacMillan and Stefansson expeditions (see the March 
Seview, pp. 238-241, with map), the plan of the latter of which was partly based on 
Harris' theory, would seem to show that at any rate no land exists as near to the known 
coasts as assumed by him. 



